WHAT’S
YOUR
STORY?

NO ONE KNOWS
YOUR STORY
BETTER THAN YOU.
As you review the moments of your
life, you know the details others
cannot see. You glimpse more than
headlines, images and captions. You
get the backstory, the inside story,
the whole story.

YOU’RE THE AUTHOR OF
WHAT COMES NEXT.
You can’t predict every chapter, but you can envision the scenes to come. Changes in your
career, your home, your family … your life. Whether planned or unexpected, many of these
plot twists feature a financial angle. You want to be ready.
With so much of your story still to write, you have time to learn and do what it takes to
meet every coming chapter with confidence.
Now is the time to get started. Don’t shortchange the options and resources you can have
for future chapters. Small steps today—save more, spend less, invest for growth, protect
your income—can create big value tomorrow.

DECADES MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Starting to save at age 25, 35 or 45
$400,000
$350,000
$300,000
$250,000
$200,000
$150,000
Starting at 25

$100,000

Starting at 35

$50,000

Starting at 45

$0
25

30

35

40

45

Based on saving $200 a month at 6% interest rate compounded annually.

50

55

60

65

There’s no pause in your storyline.
The action keeps advancing. Your
financial plan should, too.
The sooner you start, the better.
And we can help.

LIFE’S CHANGES BRING CHOICES.
As you prepare for whatever comes next, we’ll
support you in identifying where to place
financial focus. And as your story unfolds,
we’ll help you learn how to respond to
shifting priorities.

SAVE:
What if you could pay
yourself a little each month?
If you set aside money now,
how much will you have
later? How will you make
your money last?

SPEND:
Where does your money
go? How can you afford
the things you need and
eliminate debts like student
loans—and still have cash
for what you want?

GROW:
Now that you have a steady
income, how can you make
your money grow?

PROTECT:
You protect your home,
your car and even your
cell phone. But have you
thought about how you can
protect your paycheck and
lifestyle?

GIVE:
Where would you like to
make a difference?
When you have time or
money to share with causes
that matter to you, what
people and purposes will
you support?

GET STARTED.
We will work with you to strategize about steps you can take—big, small,
now, later—to help you save and grow the finances you will need to
support your life’s evolving story. Together we’ll ...
1. IDENTIFY YOUR GOALS:
By discussing your current situation and asking questions about your future vision, we’ll develop
a solid understanding of your goals. We’ll also coach you about creating good financial habits,
such as saving consistently, paying off debt and establishing an emergency fund.
2. DEVELOP YOUR PERSONALIZED PLAN:
We’ll create a personalized, written financial plan that includes steps that
can help you protect your current lifestyle and prepare for the future.

IDENTIFY GOALS

3. IMPLEMENT YOUR STRATEGIES:
You call the shots about actions, products and timing; we’ll be
there to offer guidance and follow your direction. Together,
we’ll bring your personalized plan to life.
4. REVIEW YOUR PLAN:
On a regular basis, we’ll touch base to learn how your life
and finances are changing. When circumstances result in
a shift in your priorities, we’ll help you make the necessary
adjustments to your financial plan and continue to take
action toward your goals.
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All along the way, we’ll be available to answer your questions,
whether you are wondering about the best way to increase and
grow your savings, are evaluating the particulars of a financial
product or are puzzled by financial terminology.
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TAKE THE FIRST STEP.
Like a good story, a financial plan begins with an idea. To get started,
use the questions below to start identifying your priorities.
What changes and events are you looking forward to in life?
Opening a business, moving to a new city, starting a family, buying a vacation home ...

Where do you want to live? What city or town? What kind of home?
A condo in downtown Denver, the family farm in Virginia, a house in the suburbs of Houston ...

Who are the people and what are the causes that matter to you most?
A partner, children, parents, a charity, your alma mater ...

What do you want to do with your free time?
Explore Europe, climb Mt. Everest, write a novel, volunteer, start a side business ...

What significant financial choices are you anticipating this year? In five years?
Paying for a wedding, paying off a loan, buying a house ...

What financial questions would you like help answering?
Is there anything specific you want to discuss?

HOW WILL YOUR
STORY UNFOLD?

NOW, LET’S GET GOING
ON YOUR PLAN.
When you work with Northwestern Mutual, you have support
throughout the full, unfolding story of your life. Take charge of
your future—start today.
Throughout our nearly 160-year history, we’ve been helping
people—whether they are just starting out, planning for a growing
family, or preparing to move into retirement—meet life’s changing
circumstances with confidence and financial security. Our unique
approach, bringing together insurance and investment solutions,
establishes a solid financial base for our clients.
We’re committed to making our communities stronger, too. Across
the country, our giving and volunteerism are focused on improving
education, revitalizing neighborhoods, curing childhood cancer and
bringing hope to families fighting the disease.
Learn more about how we’re helping build brighter futures at
www.NorthwesternMutual.com.
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